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Unlocking Your German Roots: How a Professional 
Genealogist in Germany can Help! 
Presented by Andrea Bentschneider 
Beyond History & German Genealogy Collective, Hamburg/Germany 
 

https://www.Beyond-History.com     Email: info@beyond-history.com 
Facebook: @BeyondHistory.Germany Instagram: @beyond_history 
https://GermanGenealogyCollective.com      Email: hello@GermanGenealogyCollective.com 
Facebook: @GermanGenealogyCollective Instagram: @germangenealogy.collective 

 

Presentation Overview 

This presentation will provide an in-depth exploration of how professional genealogists in 
Germany can assist individuals in uncovering their German ancestry. It will address the 
challenges of German genealogical research, offer guidance on selecting a reputable 
genealogist, and outline what to expect from professional services. 

 

 
 
Why work with a Professional Genealogist in Germany? 

• Common challenges: language barriers, historical scripts, and geographic 
complexities. 

• Access to local archives and personal connections with archivists. 
• Saving time and resources through professional expertise. 

 
What to Expect from a Professional Genealogist 

• Qualifications and Expertise: Professional training and experience in German 
research. 

• Transparency: Clear contracts, pricing structures, and timelines. 
• Ethics: Importance of paying for research efforts, not guaranteed outcomes. 
• Personalized Approach: Research tailored to the unique history of your family. 
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Key Factors to Consider When Hiring a Genealogist 

• Quality: Professionalism in research, communication, and results. 
• Experience: Specialized knowledge in German historical records and archives. 
• Cost: Transparent and reasonable pricing aligned with the scope of work. 
• Reputation: Ratings, testimonials, and memberships in professional organizations. 

 

How to Judge a Good Researcher 

• Access to key German archives, including state, city, and church records. 
• Ability to interpret historical scripts and provide contextual analysis. 
• Combination of formal education and extensive hands-on experience. 

 

Practical Tips for Starting Your Journey 

• Gather as much initial information as possible, including names, dates, and 
locations. 

• Set realistic expectations for the research process and timelines. 
• Be aware that you pay for the research and not the result. 
• No professional research can guarantee an outcome or result. 
• Do not only go by the best price 

 

 

Trusted Resources 

• Association of German-Speaking Professional Genealogists  
(Verband deutschsprachiger Berufsgenealogen):  
Website: https://www.berufsgenealogie.net/ 
Provides a directory of qualified genealogists and information about professional 
standards. 
 

• Association of Professional Genealogists (APG):  
Website: https://www.apgen.org/ 
Offers resources, directories, and guidelines for evaluating professional 
genealogists. 

https://www.berufsgenealogie.net/
https://www.apgen.org/
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